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Homeland Security Threat Level: ELEVATED □□ 



Slow-Moving Tropical Storm Ophelia Heading Towards the Carolinas 

At 5:00 am EDT on Tuesday September 13, the 
center of Tropical Storm Ophelia was located near 
latitude 32.0 north and longitude 78.0 west, or 
about 130 miles east-southeast of Charleston, 

South Carolina and about 150 miles south of 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

Ophelia is currently nearly stationary. A slow 
motion toward the northwest and north is 
expected later today. 

Maximum sustained winds are near 70 mph with 
higher gusts. Ophelia has the potential to regain 
hurricane strength during the next 24 hours. 

Tropica] Storm force winds extend outward up to 
160 miles from the center. Ophelia’s strongest 
winds are located relatively far from the center (approximately 50-60 miles). These winds will reach the 
coastline well in advance of the center. Latest minimum central pressure reported was 990 mb (29.23 
inches). 

A hurricane warning remains in effect from the south Santee River, SC to Cape Lookout, NC. A 
hurricane watch has been issued from north of Cape Lookout to Oregon Inlet, NC, including Pamlico 
Sound. A tropical storm warning and a hurricane watch are now in effect north of Cape Lookout to 
Oregon Inlet, including the Pamlico Sound, NC. 

Storm surge flooding of 4-6 feet above normal tide levels along with large and dangerous battering 
waves are possible in areas of onshore winds in association with Ophelia. The storm is expected to 
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produce total rainfall accumulations of 6-10 inches over far northeastern SC and eastern NC with 
possible isolated maximum rainfall amounts of 15 inches over eastern NC. (National Hurricane Center ) 

Ophelia Prompts States of Emergency in Virginia and North Carolina 

Local, State, and Federal officials continue to monitor the progress of Ophelia and continue to maintain 
a high state of readiness. The Governor of Virginia has declared a State of Emergency and activated the 
State EOC. The Governor of North Carolina has also declared a State of Emergency and activated 200 
National Guard soldiers to report to staging areas. The Governor also ordered a mandatory evacuation 
of non-residents from Ocracoke Island on the Outer Banks. The Governor of North Carolina has 
requested an Emergency Declaration from the President as a result of anticipated damages from Ophelia. 
FEMA has deployed a Medical Needs Assessment Team (MNAT), 3 Disaster Medical Assistance 
Teams (DMATs), and one Strike Team to Ft. Gillem, GA. A Management Support Team (MST) has 
been deployed to Charlotte, NC. 

FEMA Region IV has staffed two Emergency Response Teams-Advance Elements (ERT-As) for 
deployment to South Carolina and North Carolina. Additionally State Liaison Officers are located at the 
State EOCs in SC, GA, and NC. Region IV is planning for the staffing of two RNA teams for the 
Atlantic area. (FEMA HQ, FEMA Region III and IV) 

Weather Forecast for the U.S. 

South: Flurricane Ophelia brought heavy rain and gusty winds to the Carolinas Coast on Monday. The 
forecast is for additional rain accompanied by 50 mph winds on Tuesday. Ophelia is expected to bring 
heavy rainfall (2-5 inches) and up to 8 inches in some areas. Windy weather is expected to cause heavy 
surf and rip currents on the Mid-Atlantic coastal areas. There may be some isolated rainfall in parts of 
Texas and Oklahoma on Tuesday. The remaining areas of the South will experience dry weather with 
hot temperatures in the 80s-90s. 

Midwest: Strong thunderstorms are forecast for large portions of the Midwest on Tuesday in the region 
from Upper Michigan to northeast Kansas and extending into Texas and Oklahoma. Most of the 
Midwest will be changing to cooler weather starting on Tuesday as the cold front moves eastward on 
Wednesday and Thursday. Highs in the area by Friday will be in the 60s-70s. 

Northeast: Temperatures in the Northeast will be hot and sunny for most parts of the region on 
Tuesday with highs in the 70s in Maine, 80s in the Mid-Atl antic area, and 90s in Boston. However, the 
cold front moving eastward from the Ohio Valley and Hurricane Ophelia moving northward along the 
Atlantic Coast will bring cooler, wetter, and windier weather by week’s end to most parts of the region. 

West: On Tuesday, most areas in the West will experience dry weather, except for some thunderstorms 
in Colorado. Snow showers are expected in the higher elevations of Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming. 
Some areas will experience temperature fluctuations from 20s in the morning to 50s later in the day. 
Highs in the West will range from the 50s in Wyoming to the 90s in the southwestern desert area. Most 
of the region will be dry from Tuesday through Saturday. (National Weather Service, Media Sources) 

Wildfire Update 

National Preparedness Level: 4 (on a scale of 1 to 5) 

Current Situation: Activity was light nationally with 124 fires reported. No new large fires were 
reported. Three large fires were contained, one in the Northwest Area, and two in the Eastern Great 
Basin Area. Very high to extreme fire indices were reported in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington and 
Wyoming. 
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Fire Weather Watch: For south em Nevada from noon to 9 pm for gusty winds and low relative 
humidity. 

W F eather Discussion: A large low pressure trough will remain over the West. With this system 
weakening, winds should begin to decrease. Precipitation will also begin to diminish and be mainly 
confined to the northern Great Basin and Northern Rockies. Along the Gulf coast, it will be mostly 
sunny with highs in the lower 90s. (National Interagency Fire Center) 

Other Tropical Cyclone Activity 

There are currently no storm systems in the Eastern and Central Pacific or Western Pacific that pose any 
threat to any U.S. interests. {National Hurricane Center, Joint Typhoon Warning Center) 

Earthquake Activity 

During the past 24 hours there have been minor earthquakes reported in Hawaii, Kenai Peninsula 
(Alaska), southern Alaska, the Aleutian Islands (Alaska), Mount Saint Helens (Washington), and 
Nevada. No reports of any damages or injuries. (USGS National Earthquake Information Center) 

Preliminary Damage Assessments (PDAs) 

No new activity to report. (FEMA HQ) 

Disaster Declaration Activity 

The following two states received Emergency Declarations that were declared by the President on 
September 12, 2005 for Hurricane Katrina Evacuations. FEMA is authorized to provide Public 
Assistance Category B (emergency protective measures), including direct Federal assistance, at 100 
percent Federal funding: 

FEMA-3240-EM for the Commonwealth of Virginia, assistance for all 95 counties and 40 
independent cities in the Commonwealth. 

FEMA-3241-EM for the State of Arizona, assistance for all 15 counties in the state. (FEMA HQ) 


FEMA Readiness Alert Status: 


Disaster Teleregistration Activity Chart 
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Joint Field Operations 

as of September 12, 2005 


^ Open Joint Field Office 

A Emergency Declaration 

Governor’s request received 
PDAs 


DISASTER DECLARATIONS (13) EMERGENCY DECLARATIONS (30) 


1 605- A L 

FCO: Ron Sherman 

Phone: 334-270-7700 

1604-MS 

FCO: William Car wile 
Phone: 770-220-5600 

1603-LA 

FCO: William Lokey 
Phone: 940-898-5433 

160 1 -LA 

FCO: Sandra Coachman 
Phone: 504-613-3391 

1600-KS 

FCO: Thomas J, Costello 
Phone: 816-283-76W 

1 599- WY 
FCO: Michael Karl 
Phone: 307-685 3600 
Closing September 23, 2005 

I59JMJT 

FCO: Carlos Mitchell 
Phone: 301-578-4000 

1.597-ND 

FCO: Anthony Russell 
Phone: 701-250-4140 

1593-AL 

FCO: Michael Bolch 
Phone; 334-270-7700 


1589-NY 

FCO: Marianne C. Jackson 
Phone: 518-457-0530 
Closing September IS, 2005 

1585-CA 

FCO: David Fnkuttmii 
Phone:626-431-3000 

1577-CA 

FCO: David Fukutomi 
Phone: 626-431-3000 


3241-AZ 

FCO: Karen E. Armes 
Phone: TED 

3240-VA 

FCO: Patricia G, Arcuri 
Phone: 215-931-5757 

3239-1 A 

FCO: Arthur L, Freeman 
Phone: TED 

3238-IN 

F CO : J anct M. Od es h oo 
Phone: 312^08-5500 

3237-AL 

FCO; Ron Sherman 
Phone: 334-270-7700 

3236-KS 

FCO: Arthur L, Freeman 
Phone: TED 

3235-PA 

FCO: Patricia G. Arcuri 
Phone: 215-931-5757 

3234-SD 

FCO: Douglas A. Gore 
Phone: 303-235-4779 

3 233- SC 
FCO; Paul Fay 
Phone: TED 

3232-MO 


3231-KY 
FCO; Paul Fay 
Phone: TED 
3230-1 L 

FCO: Janet M, Odeshoo 
Phone: 312-408-5500 

3229-NM 

FCO: Carlos Mitchell 

Phone: TED 

32 28-0 R 

FCO: John E. Pennington 
Phone: TBD 


3221-WV 

FCO: Patricia G. Arcuri 
Phone:215-931-5757 

3220 -FL 

FCO: Justin DeMello 

Phone: 407-858-2000 

3219-OK 

FCO: Carlos Mitchell 
Phone: TBD 


3218-GA 
FCO: Paul Fay 
Phone: TBD 


3 227- W A 3217-TN 

FCO: John £. Pennington fc q. Pau] Fay 

Phone: TBD 


Phone: TED 


3226-DC 

FCO: Patricia G. Arcuri 
Phone: 215-931-5757 

3225-MI 

FCO: Janet M, Odeshoo 
Phone: 312-408-5500 

3224-CO 

FCO: Douglas A t Gore 
Phone: 303-235-477 9 

32 23 -LT 

FCO: Douglas A P Gore 
Phone: 303-235-4779 

3222-NC 


3216-TX 
FCO; Gary Jones 
Phone; 512-908-8700 

3215-AR 
FCO: Gary Jones 
Phone: 512-908-8700 

3214-AL 

FCO: Ron Sherman 
Phone: 334-270-7700 

3213-MS 

FCO: William Carwile 
Phone: 770-220-5600 

3212-LA 
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The FEMA National Situation Report is prepared by the FEMA National Response Coordination Center (NRCC), Questions 
can be addressed to NRCC watch officers via phone at 202-646-2828/4541 (staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week), via fax at 
202-646-46 1 7, or via e-mail at FEM A-NRC C @dhs .gov . 
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